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The Supreme Court will hear a case with a lot of ‘buts’ & ‘ifs’ over 
the meaning of ‘and’ 


By Mark Sherman 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — It's 
hard to imagine a less con- 
tentious or more innocent 
word than “and.” 
But how to interpret that 
simple 
conjunction 
has 
prompted a complicated 
legal fight that lands in the 
Supreme Court on Oct. 2, 
the first day of its new term. 
What the justices decide 
could 
affect 
thousands 
of prison sentences each 
year. 
Federal courts across the 
country 
disagree 
about 
whether the word, as it is 
used in a bipartisan 2018 
criminal justice overhaul, 
indeed means “and” or 
whether it means “or.” Even 
an appellate panel that 
upheld a longer sentence 
called the structure of the 
provision “perplexing.” 
The Supreme Court has 
stepped in to settle the dis- 
pute. 
It's the kind of task the jus- 
tices — and maybe their 
English teachers — love. 
The case requires the close 


parsing of a part of a feder- 
al statute, the First Step Act, 
which aimed in part to re- 
duce mandatory minimum 
sentences and give judges 
more discretion. 
In particular, the justices will 
be examining a so-called 
safety valve provision that 
is meant to spare low-level, 
nonviolent 
drug 
dealers 
who agree to plead guilty 
and cooperate with prose- 
cutors from having to face 
often longer mandatory 
sentences. 
It's much more than an 
exercise in diagramming 
a sentence. Nearly 6,000 
people convicted of drug 
trafficking in the 2021 budg- 
et year alone are in the 
pool of those who might 
be eligible for reduced sen- 
tences, according to data 
compiled by the U.S. Sen- 
tencing Commission. 
Overall, more than 10,000 
people sentenced since 
the law took effect could 
be affected, according to 
Douglas Berman, an expert 
on sentencing at Ohio State 
University's law school. 


The provision lists three cri- 
teria for allowing judges to 
forgo a mandatory mini- 
mum sentence that basi- 
cally look to the severity of 
prior crimes. Congress did 
not make it easy by writing 
the section in the negative 
so that a judge can exer- 
cise discretion in sentenc- 


ing if a defendant “does 
not have” three sorts of 
criminal history. 
The question is how to de- 
termine eligibility for the 
safety valve — whether any 
of the conditions is enough 
to disqualify someone or 
whether it takes all three to 
be ineligible. 


Lawyers for Mark Pulsifer, 
the inmate whose chal- 
lenge the court will hear, 
say all three conditions 
must 
apply 
before 
the 
longer sentence can be 
imposed. The government 
says just one condition is 
enough to merit the man- 
datory minimum.q 


The Supreme Court is seen in Washington, with the U.S. Capitol in the distance, Nov. 4, 2020. 
(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File) 
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California Gov. Gavin Newsom signs bills to enhance the state's 
protections for LGBTQ+ people 


By Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom signed several bills 
Saturday aimed at bolster- 
ing the state’s protections 
for LGBTQ+ people, a day 
after issuing a controversial 
veto that was criticized by 
advocates. 
The new laws include leg- 
islation that focuses on 
support for LGBTQ+ youth. 


One law sets timelines for 
required cultural compe- 
tency training for public 
school teachers and staff, 
while another creates an 
advisory task force to de- 
termine the needs of LG- 
BTQ+ students and help 
advance supportive initia- 
tives. A third requires fami- 
lies to show that they can 
and are willing to meet the 
needs of a child in foster 


care regardless of their sex- 
ual orientation or gender 
identity. 
“California is proud to have 
some of the most robust 
laws in the nation when it 
comes to protecting and 
supporting 
our 
LGBTQ+ 
community, 
and 
we’re 
committed to the ongo- 
ing work to create safer, 
more inclusive spaces for 
all Californians,” Newsom 


said in a statement. “These 
measures will help protect 
vulnerable youth, promote 
acceptance, and create 
more supportive environ- 
ments in our schools and 
communities.” 
The governor also signed 
legislation 
that 
requires 
schools serving first through 
12th grade to have at least 
one gender-neutral bath- 
room available for students 
by 2026. 
The law was spurred by a 
Southern California school 
district that instituted a 
policy 
requiring 
schools 
to tell parents when their 
children change their pro- 
nouns or use a bathroom 
of a gender other than the 
one listed on their official 
paperwork. A judge halted 
the policy after California 
Attorney General Rob Bon- 
ta sued the Chino Valley 
Unified School District. The 
lawsuit is ongoing. 
The governor's bill-signings 
came after Newsom ve- 
toed a bill on Friday that 
would have required judg- 
es to consider whether a 
parent affirms their child’s 
gender identity when mak- 
ing custody and visitation 
decisions. 
Assemblymember Lori Wil- 
son, a Democrat who intro- 
duced the bill and has an 


adult son who came out as 
transgender when he was 
a teenager, was among 
the 
LGBTQ+ 
advocates 
who criticized the gover- 
nor's decision. 
“I’ve been disheartened 
over the last few years as 
I watched the rising hate 
and heard the vitriol to- 
ward the trans community. 
My intent with this bill was 
to give them a voice, par- 
ticularly in the family court 
system where a non-affirm- 
ing parent could have a 
detrimental impact on the 
mental health and well-be- 
ing of a child,” Wilson said 
in a statement. 
Newsom said existing laws 
already require courts to 
consider health, safety and 
welfare when determining 
the best interests of a child 
in custody cases, including 
the parent’s affirmation of 
the child’s gender identity. 
The veto comes amid in- 
tense 
political 
battles 
across the country over 
transgender rights, includ- 
ing efforts to impose bans 
on gender-affirming care, 
bar trans athletes from girls 
and women’s sports, and 
require schools to notify 
parents if their children ask 
to use different pronouns 
or changes their gender 
identity.q 


Participants take part in the annual LA Pride Parade in West 
Hollywood, Calif., Sunday, June 9, 2019. 
(AP Photo/Richard Vogel, File) 
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All students injured in New York bus crash are expected to 
recover, superintendent says 


Associated Press 
FARMINGDALE, N.Y. (AP) — 
All the high school students 
who were injured in an up- 
state New York charter bus 
crash on the way to a band 
camp are expected to re- 
cover, according to their 
school superintendent. 
The bus, one of six carry- 
ing students from Farming- 
dale High School on Long 
Island, veered off Interstate 
84 and rolled over in the 
center median Thursday in 
the town of Wawayanda, 
about 45 miles (72 kilo- 
meters) northwest of New 
York City. Two adults died 
and other passengers were 
seriously injured. Paul De- 
fendini, superintendent of 


Farmingdale schools, said 
in a statement Saturday 
that some of the injured 
students were still struggling 
but all are expected to re- 
cover, Newsday reported. 
“I know that they appreci- 
ate all the well wishes you 
are sending and we can’t 
wait to welcome them 
back when they are ready 
to return,” Defendini said. 
The bus that crashed was 
carrying 40 students and 
four adults to a band camp 
in Greeley, Pennsylvania, 
about a 30-minute drive 
from the accident site. 
It wasn’t immediately clear 
Sunday how many people 
remained in area hospitals 
or what their conditions 


were. Messages were left 
with state and local offi- 
cials. State police said Sat- 
urday that five passengers 
remained in critical condi- 
tion. A total of 16 students 
and two adults were hospi- 
talized on Friday. 
The two adults who died 
were band director Gina 
Pellettiere, 43, of Mass- 
apequa, and Beatrice Fer- 
rari, 77, of Farmingdale, a 
retired teacher who was 
serving as a chaperone on 
the trip. The National Trans- 
portation Safety Board is in- 
vestigating the crash, seek- 
ing to prevent similar acci- 
dents, officials said. 
New York Gov. Kathy Ho- 
chul said on Thursday that 
tire failure may have been 
to blame, but the NTSB 
said it was premature to 
speculate.q 


Emergency responders work the scene of a fatal bus crash, 
in Wawayanda, N.Y., Thursday, Sept. 21, 2023. The charter bus 
carrying high school students to a band camp hurtled off a New 
York highway and down an embankment, officials said. 
(NBC New York via AP) 


Weakening Ophelia still poses a risk of coastal flooding and heavy 
rain in some parts of the US 


By Laura Ungar and Jona- 
than Mattise 
Associated Press 
(AP) - Nearly a day after 
being downgraded from 
a tropical storm, Ophelia 
still threatened parts of 
the Northeast on Sunday 
with coastal flooding, life- 
threatening 
waves 
and 
heavy rain from Washing- 
ton to New York City, the 
National Hurricane Center 
said. 
As Ophelia weakened, a 
new tropical storm named 
Philippe brewed in the At- 
lantic. Even though Oph- 
elia was downgraded Sat- 
urday night, meteorologists 
warned that swells gener- 
ated by the storm would af- 
fect the East Coast for the 
rest of the weekend, likely 
causing 
dangerous 
surf 
conditions and rip currents. 
Ophelia was also expected 
to drop 1 to 3 inches (2.5 to 
7.6 centimeters) of addi- 
tional rain over parts of the 
Mid-Atlantic and New Eng- 
land. Isolated river flooding 
was also possible. 
Ophelia was south of Wash- 
ington on Sunday morning 
and was expected to con- 
tinue moving northeast be- 
fore turning east and then 
weakening more over the 
next two days, accord- 


ing to the hurricane cen- 
ter. 
Meanwhile, 
Philippe 
was 1,175 miles (1,890 kilo- 
meters) west of the Cabo 
Verde Islands, which are 
off the west coast of Africa. 
That storm had maximum 
sustained winds of 50 mph 
(75 kph). 
The National Weather Ser- 
vice said numerous New 
Jersey 
communities 
re- 
ported coastal flooding, 


including, including Sea Isle 
City and Brielle. Thousands 
of people in the state re- 
mained 
without 
power 
Sunday. NJ.com reported 
more than 6,000 custom- 
ers were without electric- 
ity Sunday morning, down 
from a high of 13,000. 
Flooding and road clo- 
sures were also reported in 
coastal Delaware. 
The storm came ashore 


Saturday near Emerald Isle, 
North Carolina, with near- 
hurricane-strength winds of 
70 mph (113 kph), but the 
winds weakened as the sys- 
tem traveled north, the hur- 
ricane center said. 
Videos from social media 
showed significant flooding 
in the state’s riverfront com- 
munities such as New Bern, 
Belhaven and Washington. 
A few thousand North Car- 


olina homes and businesses 
remained without electric- 
ity Sunday morning, ac- 
cording to poweroutage. 
us, which tracks utility re- 
ports. Even before making 
landfall, Ophelia proved 
treacherous enough that 
five people, including three 
children, had to be rescued 
Friday night by the Coast 
Guard. They were aboard 
a 38-foot (12-meter) cata- 
maran stuck in choppy wa- 
ter and strong winds while 
anchored off Cape Look- 
out, North Carolina. 
On 
Saturday, 
Greenville 
police posted a video on 
Facebook of an officer 
rescuing a small pit bull 
from floodwaters. Police 
said the dog was tied to a 
fence and “just inches from 
drowning” when an officer 
responded after someone 
called 
authorities. 
Ani- 
mal protection authorities 
opened an investigation. 
Elsewhere, a rescue team 
helped the Beaufort Coun- 
ty Sheriff’s Office evacuate 
15 people from a camp- 
ground between the Pam- 
lico River and the Cho- 
cowinity Bay, according 
to Brian Haines, a spokes- 
person for the North Caro- 
lina Division of Emergency 
Management. q 


Wind driven waves slam into docks along Irving Avenue as Tropical Storm Ophelia reaches 
Colonial Beach, in Westmoreland County, Va., on Saturday, Sept. 23, 2023. 
(Peter Cihelka/The Free Lance-Star via AP) 
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Former President Jimmy Carter makes 
appearance at peanut festival ahead 
of his 99th birthday 


Associated Press 
PLAINS, Ga. (AP) — Former 
President 
Jimmy 
Carter 


and his wife, Rosalynn, on 
Saturday made a surprise 
appearance at the Plains 


Peanut 
Festival 
in 
their 
Georgia hometown, the 
Carter Center wrote in a 
social media post on X, for- 
merly known as Twitter. 
The former president and 
his wife are seen in a repost- 
ed video riding through the 
festivities in a Black SUV. 
“Beautiful day for Presi- 
dent & Mrs. Carter to enjoy 
a ride through the Plains 
Peanut Festival! And just a 


week before he turns 99,” 
the Carter Center wrote on 
X after sharing the video 
taken by a spectator. 
The former president is 98 
and has been in home hos- 
pice care since February. 
He turns 99 on Oct. 1. The 
former first lady has since 
been diagnosed with de- 
mentia. The couple this 
summer marked their 77th 
wedding anniversary, ex- 


tending their record as the 
nation's 
longest-married 
first couple. 
“It was amazing consider- 
ing that he is in hospice 
care, and he is tough 
enough to come out here. 
In my opinion, he is one of 
the toughest men to serve 
as President, and he is my 
favorite,” Reed Elliotte, a 
Corbin, Kentucky resident, 
told WALB-TV.q 


Missouri says clinic that challenged transgender treatment 
restrictions didn’t provide proper care 


By Josh Funk 
Associated Press 
(AP) 
- 
Missouri 
officials 
struck back at one of the 
clinics that unsuccessfully 
challenged new state re- 
strictions on gender af- 
firming care, accusing the 
clinic in a lawsuit of failing 
to provide proper care for 
transgender minors even 
before the new law took 
effect. 
Missouri’s Republican Attor- 
ney General Andrew Bailey 
announced the counter 
lawsuit against St. Louis- 
based Southampton Com- 
munity Healthcare on Sun- 
day, two days after it was 
filed in court. 
The ACLU of Missouri, which 
represented the clinic in 
challenging the law that 
bans minors from beginning 
puberty blockers and out- 
laws gender-affirming sur- 
geries, didn’t immediately 
respond Sunday to the new 
filing. And no one ansThe 
lawsuit said Southampton’s 
doctors admitted in court 
during the hearing over the 
new law that they failed 
to provide comprehensive 
mental health evaluations 
to all their patients. Bailey’s 
office argues that violated 
Missouri’s consumer protec- 
tion law because the clinic 
didn’t follow the accepted 
standard of care that was 
in place long before the 
new restrictions that called 
for psychiatric evaluations. 
wered the phone at the 
clinic Sunday. 


“These providers failed Mis- 
souri’s children when they 
rejected even a diluted 
medical standard and sub- 
jected them to irreversible 
procedures. My office is not 
standing for it,” Bailey said. 
If Bailey prevails in his law- 
suit against Southampton, 
the clinic could be ordered 
to pay $1,000 for each vio- 
lation and pay restitution 
to any patients who under- 
went gender transition pro- 
cedures without a full men- 
tal health assessment. 


The new law, which took 
effect Aug. 28, outlaws pu- 
berty blockers, hormones 
and gender-affirming sur- 
gery for minors. Though it 
allows exceptions for those 
who were already taking 
those medications before 
the law kicked in, the fallout 
was fast: Both the Washing- 
ton University Transgender 
Center at St. Louis Chil- 
dren’s Hospital and Univer- 
sity of Missouri Health Care 
in Columbia stopped pre- 
scribing puberty blockers 


and hormones for minors 
for the purpose of gender 
transition. 
Most transgender adults still 
have access to health care 
under the law, but Medic- 
aid won’t cover it. Under 
the law, people who are 
incarcerated must pay for 
gender-affirming surgeries 
out of pocket. 
Every major medical or- 
ganization, including the 
American Medical Asso- 
ciation, has opposed bans 
on gender-affirming care 


for minors and supported 
their access to medical 
care when treatments are 
administered appropriate- 
ly. Lawsuits have been filed 
in several states to fight 
against 
restrictions 
that 
were enacted this year. 
The Food and Drug Admin- 
istration approved puberty 
blockers 30 years ago to 
treat children with preco- 
cious puberty — a condi- 
tion that causes sexual de- 
velopment to begin much 
earlier than usual. Sex hor- 
mones — synthetic forms 
of estrogen and testos- 
terone — were approved 
decades ago to treat hor- 
mone disorders or as birth 
control pills. 
The FDA has not approved 
the medications specifical- 
ly to treat gender-question- 
ing youth. But they have 
been used for many years 
for that purpose “off label,” 
a common and accepted 
practice for many medical 
conditions. Doctors who 
treat transgender patients 
say those decades of use 
are proof the treatments 
are not experimental. 
Critics of providing gen- 
der-affirming care to mi- 
nors have raised concerns 
about children changing 
their minds. Yet the evi- 
dence suggests detransi- 
tioning is not as common 
as opponents of transgen- 
der medical treatment for 
youth contend, though few 
studies exist and they have 
their weaknesses.q 


Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey speaks to reporters after taking the Oath of Office in 
Jefferson City, Mo., Jan. 3, 2023. 
(AP) 


Former President Jimmy Carter sits on the Atlanta Falcons bench 
before the first half of an NFL football game between the Atlanta 
Falcons and the San Diego Chargers, Oct. 23, 2016, in Atlanta 
(AP) 
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President Macron says France will end its military presence in 
Niger, pull its ambassador after coup 


By Angela Charlton and 
Dalatou Mamane 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — President 
Emmanuel 
Macron 
an- 
nounced 
Sunday 
that 
France will end its military 
presence in Niger and pull 
its ambassador out of the 
country as a result of the 
coup that removed the 
democratically 
elected 
president. 
Niger's junta said in re- 
sponse that the announce- 
ment signals a “new step 
towards the sovereignty" of 
the country. 
"Imperialist and neo-colo- 
nialist forces are no longer 
welcome on our national 
territory. The new era of co- 
operation, based on mutu- 
al respect and sovereignty 
is already underway,” it 
said in a statement. 
The announcement was 
a significant, if expected, 
blow to France’s policy in 
Africa, with French troops 
having had to pull out 
of neighboring Mali and 
Burkina Faso in recent years 
after coups there. France 
had stationed thousands of 
troops in the Sahel region 
at the request of African 
leaders to fight Islamic ex- 
tremist groups. 
France 
has 
maintained 
some 1,500 troops in Niger 
since the July coup, and 
had repeatedly refused an 
order by the new junta for 
its ambassador to leave, 
saying that France didn't 


recognize the coup lead- 
ers as legitimate. 
But tensions had mounted 
in recent weeks between 
France and Niger, a for- 
mer French colony, and 
Macron said recently that 
French diplomats were sur- 
viving on military rations as 
they holed up in the em- 
bassy. 
Macron’s announcement 
came after the coup lead- 
ers issued a statement ear- 
lier Sunday that they were 
closing Niger’s airspace to 
French planes, commer- 
cial and military, so that the 
new leadership could “re- 
take total control of its skies 
and its territory.″ The deci- 


sion did not apply to other 
international aircraft. 
Ali Sekou Ramadan, an 
aide to Niger's deposed 
President Mohamed Ba- 
zoum, told The Associated 
Press that Bazoum request- 
ed that Macron withdraw 
the French ambassador, 
Sylvain Itte, “in order to re- 
duce tension.” 
In an interview with the 
France-2 and TF1 televi- 
sion networks, Macron said 
he spoke to Bazoum on 
Sunday and told him that 
“France has decided to 
bring back its ambassador, 
and in the coming hours 
our ambassador and sev- 
eral diplomats will return to 


France." 
He added, "And we will put 
an end to our military co- 
operation with the Niger 
authorities because they 
don't want to fight against 
terrorism anymore.” 
He said the troops would be 
gradually pulled out, likely 
by the end of the year, in 
coordination with the coup 
leaders ‘’because we want 
it to take place peace- 
fully.” 
He said France’s military 
presence was in response 
to a request from Niger’s 
government at the time. 
That military cooperation 
between France and Niger 
had been suspended since 


the coup, however. The 
junta leaders claimed Ba- 
zoum's government wasn’t 
doing enough to protect 
the country from the insur- 
gency. 
The junta is now under 
sanctions by Western and 
regional African powers. 
Insa Garba Saidou, a local 
activist who assists Niger’s 
new military rulers with their 
communications, said they 
would continue to moni- 
tor developments until the 
French ambassador leaves 
the country. He also de- 
manded a clear deadline 
for the withdrawal of the 
French troops. 
“This announcement from 
the French president an- 
nounces the victory of the 
people of Niger. However, 
we are going to take it 
with a lot of reservation be- 
cause I no longer believe in 
Mr. Macron,” said Saidou. 
The junta in August gave 
the French ambassador 48 
hours to leave. After the 
deadline expired without 
France recalling him, the 
coup leaders then revoked 
his diplomatic immunity. 
In New York on Friday, the 
military government that 
seized power in Niger ac- 
cused U.N. Secretary-Gen- 
eral Antonio Guterres of 
obstructing the West Afri- 
can nation’s full participa- 
tion at the U.N.’s annual 
meeting of world leaders 
in order to appease France 
and its allies.q 


French President Emmanuel Macron, speaks to medias during a press conference at the Elysee 
Palace in Paris, on July 21, 2023. 
(AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File) 


Some UK police put down guns after an officer is charged with 
murder in the shooting of a Black man 


By Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — London’s 
police force said Sunday 
that some officers are re- 
fusing to conduct armed 
patrols after a colleague 
was charged with murder 
in the fatal shooting of an 
unarmed Black man. 
A 
Metropolitan 
Police 
marksman was charged 
Wednesday over the Sep- 
tember 
2022 
death 
of 
Chris Kaba, 24. Kaba was 
killed after officers in an 
unmarked vehicle pursued 
and stopped the car he 


was driving. He was struck 
by a single bullet fired 
through the windshield as 
he sat in the Audi car. 
The case renewed allega- 
tions of institutional racism 
within the London police 
department. Kaba’s fam- 
ily welcomed the murder 
charge against the officer, 
who has not been publicly 
named. He was granted 
conditional bail and is ex- 
pected to stand trial next 
year. 
Only about one in 10 of 
London’s 
police 
officers 
carry firearms, and the 


ones that do undergo spe- 
cial training. 
The 
Metropolitan 
Police 
force said Sunday that “a 
number of officers have 
taken the decision to step 
back from armed duties 
while they consider their 
position.” It said officers 
were concerned that the 
murder charge “signals a 
shift in the way the deci- 
sions they make in the most 
challenging circumstances 
will be judged.” 
The BBC said more than 
100 officers had turned in 
their firearm permits and 


that police from neighbor- 
ing forces were called in to 
help patrol London on Sat- 
urday night. 
The force said it still had 
“significant firearms capa- 
bility," but had asked the 
Ministry of Defense to pro- 
vide assistance with “coun- 
terterrorism support should 
it be needed.” 
The request means soldiers 
could be called on to do 
specific tasks the police 
are unable to perform, but 
they won't perform routine 
police work or have the 
power of arrest.q 


This is an undated file family 
photo 
issued 
by 
charity 
INQUEST 
of 
Chris 
Kaba. 
London’s police force says 
some officers are refusing 
to conduct armed patrols 
after a police marksman was 
charged with murder over the 
shooting of an unarmed Black 
man. 
(INQUEST via AP, File) 
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India had been riding a geopolitical high. But it comes to the UN 
with a mess on its hands 


By Krutika Pathi 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — The 
Group of 20 Summit, hosted 
by India earlier this month, 
couldn’t have gone better 
for Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. His pledge to make 
the African Union a per- 
manent member became 
reality. And under his lead- 
ership, the fractured group- 
ing signed off on a final 
statement. It was seen as 
a foreign policy triumph for 
Modi and set the tone for 
India as a great emerging 
power. 
Foreign 
Minister 
Subrah- 
manyam Jaishankar was 
expected to seize on In- 
dia’s 
geopolitical 
high 
in his speech at the Unit- 
ed Nations on Tuesday. 
But circumstances have 
changed — quite abruptly 
— and India comes to the 
General Assembly podium 
with a diplomatic mess on 
its hands. 
On 
Monday, 
Canadian 
leader 
Justin 
Trudeau 
made a shocking claim: 
India may have been in- 
volved in the killing of a Sikh 
Canadian citizen in a Van- 
couver suburb in June. 
Trudeau said there were 
“credible allegations” of 
links to New Delhi, which 
India angrily rejected as 
absurd. It has been a free 
fall since: Each expelled a 
diplomat, India suspended 
visas for Canadians, and 
Ottawa said it may reduce 
consulate staff over safety 


concerns. Ties between the 
two once-close countries 
have sunk to their lowest 
point in years. 
“In the immediate term, 
this will bring New Delhi 
back down to Earth. It has 
a crisis that it needs to work 
through, quickly but care- 
fully,” said Michael Kugel- 
man, director of the Wilson 
Center’s South Asia Insti- 
tute. 
TENSIONS WERE ALREADY 
SIMMERING 
On the last day of the G20 
summit, 
Trudeau 
posed 
and smiled with Modi as 
world leaders paid respects 
at Mahatma Gandhi’s me- 
morial. Behind the scenes 


though, tensions were high. 
Trudeau skipped an official 
dinner hosted by the Indian 
president, and local media 
reported he was snubbed 
by Modi when he got a 
quick “pull aside” instead 
of a bilateral meeting. To 
make things worse, a flight 
snag saw him stranded 
in New Delhi for 36 hours. 
Finally back in Canada, 
Trudeau said he had raised 
the allegations with Modi 
at the G20. 
As India heads to the Unit- 
ed Nations, the allegations 
have “thrown cold water 
on India's G20 achieve- 
ments," 
said 
Happymon 
Jacob, founder of the New 


Delhi-based 
Council 
for 
Strategic and Defense Re- 
search. 
India has long sought great- 
er recognition at the United 
Nations. For decades, it has 
eyed a permanent seat at 
the Security Council, one of 
the world’s most prestigious 
high tables. But it has also 
been critical of the global 
forum, partly because it 
wants more representation 
that’s in line with its rising 
soft power. 
“The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, which is the core of the 
United Nations system, is a 
family photo of the victors 
of the Second World War 
plus China,” Jacob said. In- 


dia believes “it simply does 
not reflect the demograph- 
ic, economic and geopo- 
litical realities of today,” he 
added. Others in the elite 
group include France, Rus- 
sia, Britain and the United 
States. 
In April, Jaishankar said In- 
dia, the world’s most popu- 
lous country with the fastest 
growing economy among 
major nations, couldn’t be 
ignored for too long. The 
U.N. Security Council, he 
said, “will be compelled to 
provide permanent mem- 
bership." 
The United States, Britain 
and India’s Cold War-era 
ally Russia have voiced 
support for its permanent 
membership over the years. 
But U.N. bureaucracy has 
stopped the council from 
expanding. And even if 
that changes, China — In- 
dia's neighbor and regional 
rival — would likely block a 
request. 
INSTEAD OF THE UN, INDIA 
MAKES SOME END RUNS 
Kept out of the U.N.’s most 
important body, Modi has 
made sure that his country 
is smack at the center of a 
tangled web of global poli- 
tics. 
On one hand, New Delhi is 
part of the Quad and the 
G20, seen as mostly West- 
ern groups. On the other, 
it wants to expand its influ- 
ence in the BRICS and the 
Shanghai Cooperation Or- 
ganization, where Russia 
and China dominate.q 


Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is welcomed at the Bharatiya Janata Party headquarters, 
where he was felicitated a day after the women's reservation bill was passed by the Indian 
Parliament in New Delhi, Friday, Sep. 22, 2023. 
(AP Photo/STR) 


Leader of Canada’s House of Commons apologizes for honoring 
man who fought for Nazis 


By Rob Gillies 
Associated Press 
TORONTO 
(AP) 
— 
The 
speaker 
of 
Canada’s 
House of Commons apolo- 
gized Sunday for recogniz- 
ing a man who fought for 
a Nazi military unit during 
World War II. 
Just after Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
delivered an address in the 
House of Commons on Fri- 
day, Canadian lawmakers 
gave 98-year-old Yaroslav 
Hunka a standing ovation 


when 
Speaker 
Anthony 
Rota drew attention to him. 
Rota introduced Hunka as 
a war hero who fought for 
the First Ukrainian Division. 
“In my remarks following 
the address of the Presi- 
dent of Ukraine, I recog- 
nized an individual in the 
gallery. I have subsequent- 
ly become aware of more 
information which causes 
me to regret my decision to 
do so,” Rota said in a state- 
ment. 
He added that his fellow 


Parliament members and 
the 
Ukraine 
delegation 
were not aware of his plan 
to recognize Hunka. Rota 
noted Hunka is from his dis- 
trict. 
"I particularly want to ex- 
tend my deepest apolo- 
gies to Jewish communities 
in Canada and around the 
world. I accept full respon- 
sibility for my action," Rota 
said. 
Hunka could not be im- 
mediately 
reached 
for 
comment.q 


Yaroslav Hunka, right, waits for the arrival of Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the House of Commons in Ottawa, 
Onatario on Friday, Sept. 22, 2023. 
(Patrick Doyle/The Canadian Press via AP) 
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Introducing Casa del Mar: Experience Luxury Living at Its Finest 
with Exclusive July Sales Special 


Casa del Mar Beach Resort Aruba, a premier 
beachfront resort since 1986, invites you to in- 
dulge in a truly unforgettable vacation expe- 
rience. Located on the stunning Eagle Beach, 
Casa del Mar offers luxurious accommoda- 
tions, world-class amenities, and a range of 
recreational activities to provide the ultimate 
vacation experience. 


Casa del Mar Beach Resort Aruba presents 
an exclusive July sales special that will leave 
you longing for ownership 
Throughout the month of July, Casa del Mar 
presents an exclusive and irresistible $500 dis- 
count on any resort owned suite purchase, 
providing you with the perfect opportunity to 
own “your own piece of Aruba”. This limited- 
time offer applies to both 1 bedroom suites 
(sleeps 4) and 2 bedroom suites (sleeps 6), 
accommodating every individual or family, 
seeking for their secured vacation destina- 
tion. With recent renovations, Casa del Mar 
sets the standard for luxury and relaxation, 
ensuring that your experience is unparalleled. 
Starr Ramos, spokesperson for Casa del Mar, 
expressed their commitment to making lux- 
ury vacationing accessible and affordable, 
stating, "Casa del Mar offers an unparalleled 
and personalized experience, whether it's 
a romantic getaway or a spacious suite to 
accommodate a large family. CDM boasts 
amongst the most affordable maintenance 
fees in Aruba based on square footage, al- 
lowing you to enjoy your suite without break- 
ing the bank. Transparent and affordable 
maintenance fees maximize your investment 
while minimizing costs, making Casa del Mar 
an exceptional value." 


As an owner at Casa del Mar, you gain ac- 
cess to amenities that include personalized 
services, breathtaking views, a newly reno- 
vated fitness center, clinical massage servic- 
es, and tantalizing on-property restaurants. 
Lounge at the beachfront and take strolls 
along the pristine shores, as serenity awaits 
you. Say goodbye to the hassle of searching 


for accommodations or dealing with fluctu- 
ating rental prices and say hello to consis- 
tently exceptional vacation experiences. 
What sets Casa del Mar apart from traditional 
timeshares is its offering of lifelong ownership 
Create a legacy of cherished vacations in 
Aruba by passing down your ownership to 
future generations, ensuring that your family 
can enjoy the beauty of this tropical para- 
dise for years to come. In addition, the resort 
is currently renovating its Presidential Suites' 
bathrooms to provide an even more luxuri- 
ous and relaxing experience. With elegant 
fixtures, spacious showers, and stunning ac- 
cents, the bathrooms offer a truly indulgent 
retreat for owners and guests. 


Casa del Mar's idyllic location on Eagle 
Beach, recently ranked as the number one 
beach in the Caribbean, offers pristine white 
sandy shores and crystal-clear turquoise wa- 
ters. 
For those seeking flexibility, Casa Del Mar 
Beach Resort Aruba allows the exchange of 
vacation weeks through external programs 
Due to its high exchange value, you can ex- 
plore new destinations while maintaining the 
security and comfort of your home resort. 


Discover the benefits of vacation owner- 
ship at Casa del Mar Beach Resort Aruba. 
For more information, contact Sales Agent; 
Zaylitza Luidens at +297-582-7000 Ext. 614 or 
sales@casadelmar-aruba.net or visit www. 
casadelmararuba.com/inventory to secure 
your own piece of Aruba. 


About Casa del Mar Beach Resort Aruba 
Casa del Mar Beach Resort Aruba is a pre- 
mier beachfront resort since 1986 and locat- 
ed at Aruba's stunning Eagle Beach. With 40 
1-bedroom Ambassador suites and 107 two- 
bedroom Presidential Suites the resort offers 
luxurious spacious accommodations, world- 
class amenities, and a range of recreational 
activities for an unforgettable vacation ex- 
perience. With a commitment to excellence, 
Casa del Mar Beach Resort Aruba provides 
exceptional service and continues to be a 
favorite destination for travelers from around 
the world.q 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honors loyal visitors at Aruba Beach Club 


The Aruba Tourism Authority re- 
cently had the great pleasure of 
recognizing Goodwill Ambassa- 
dors of Aruba. These ambassadors 
were honored with a certificate 
acknowledging their years of vis- 
its, loyalty, and love for the island 
of Aruba. 


The honor certification is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism 
as a token of appreciation and to 
say “Masha Danki” to guests who 
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 
years or more consecutively. 


The three honoring levels are as fol- 
lows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years con- 
secutively visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Goodwill Ambassador of Aruba Mr. 
Ismael & Mrs. Nancy Gomez from 
Carabobo, Venezuela and Good- 


will Ambassador of Aruba Mr. Ser- 
gio Gomez from Carabobo, Ven- 
ezuela. 


Ms.Kimberley 
Richardson 
repre- 
senting the Aruba Tourism Au- 
thority, and staff members of the 
Aruba Beach Club bestowed the 
certificate to the honorees, pre- 
sented them with memorable gifts, 
and also thanked them for choos- 
ing Aruba as their best-loved vaca- 
tion destination, and astheir home- 
awayfromhome. 


Top reasons for returning to Aruba 
provided by the honorees were: 
Aruba’s nice sandy beaches 
“Thing to do! 
Aruba’s incredible nature 
Aruba’s warm consistent weather 
all year round 
The hospitality of Aruba’s people 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Au- 
thority, we would like to express our 
sincere gratitude and appreciation 
to the honoreesfor their continued 
visits to the “One Happy Island”.q 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back or still enjoying your vaca- 
tion?... we would like to portrait you! By inviting you to send 
us your favorite vacation picture while enjoying our Happy 
Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ……. Send your pic- 
ture with that text (including your name and where you are 
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we will publish your 
vacation memory. Isn’t that a special way to keep your best 
moments alive? Please do note: By submitting photos, text or 
any other materials, you give permission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affili- 
ated companies to use said materials, as well as names, like- 
ness, etc. for promotional purposes without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and 
Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our free news- 
paper, we strive to make you a happy reader every day 
again.q 
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Aruba: the legend behind its name 


(Oranjestad)—Most 
folk- 
loric tales and legends in 
Aruba revolve around our 
indigenous ancestors, who 
came from mainland Ven- 
ezuela, and discovered the 
island and made it into their 
new home. This particular 
legend tells the story of the 
birth of the Aruba name. 


The legend follows the life 
of Arua, an indigenous Ca- 
cique originally from Aroa 
in the Falcon state in Ven- 
ezuela in the year 50 AD. 
Arua had a son around 
the year 70 AD with his wife 
Shira, who they named 
Corobori. When Corobori 
was old enough, he joined 
his father on the usual boat 
trip to the islands of Cura- 
cao and Bonaire to gather 
salt. 


On their way back to Main- 
land Venezuela, they were 


caught up in a heavy rain 
storm—a side effect from a 
passing, but far away, hur- 
ricane. Of course, because 
of the lack of motors and 
sail, their boat was left in the 
mercy of the heavy winds. 
After a while, the storm 
started to pass, and the 
clouds began to clear up. 
Finally able to see around 
them, the Cacique spot- 
ted land approximately an 
hour away. So, they started 
to row in that direction until 
they reached the coast. 


Once they arrived on what 
they thought was Venezue- 
la, they decided to stay the 
night and fix their kayak. 
The next morning, the Caci- 
que ordered his son and a 
few warriors to go find any 
sign of population in the 
area: "Corobori,” Arua said. 
“Don't come back with- 
out news. It’s in your hands 


how long we stay here till 
we find our family. So, if you 
need to take a week to 
gather information, we will 
wait for you." 


"Don't worry,” Corobori re- 
plied. “As soon as we have 
any information, we will 
let you know." Armed with 
arrows and spears, back- 
packs filled with food and 
water containers, they set 
off. They climbed several 
small hills, but no sign of a 
village. They crossed differ- 
ent dry riverbeds, but no 
sign of anything. When the 
sun finally descended, they 
found themselves near a 
fairly tall hill and decided to 
climb it for a better view of 
a village. This hill was called 
Pan Dushi or Orcuyo, which 
today we call Hooiberg. 


The next morning, they 
could clearly see that they 
have landed on an island, 
but an unfamiliar one at 
that. When Corobori went 
back to where his father 
was waiting, he told him 
the news: “Father Arua, 
you have just discovered 
an island, but it is not Cu- 
racao or Bonaire. Far in 
the south, we saw the big 
mountains of our home- 
land Venezuela, which we 
could have never seen on 
the other island. This leads 
us to believe we are on a 
new island. But that’s not 
all. When the sun came 
up, we saw in the distance 
a glowing plain, which we 
think may be salt.” 


The Cacique was pleased 
to hear of his son’s findings. 
He decided to stay a cou- 
ple days on the newly-dis- 
covered island in search for 
salt. The next morning they 
ascended Hooiberg again 
and stayed to see if they 
could find nearby smoke, 
indicating an inhabitant vil- 
lage. But they found noth- 
ing. So they went back to 


their initial arrival settle- 
ment, now known as Santo 
Largo in Savaneta. The next 
morning they hiked along 
the Spaans Lagoen near 
the Mangel Halto Beach 
and reached the area of 
Bushiri. There, they boarded 
they kayaks and heading 
to what we know now as 
Malmok, where they found 
rocks of salt. After a couple 
days of exploring the island 
and gathering some salt 
rocks, they left for Venezu- 
ela, where they were re- 
united with their families. 


Throughout the year, they 
travelled back and forth to 
Aruba, collecting salt. After 
a while they settled on the 
island, generations of fami- 
lies living along the coast. 
Corobori was the first indig- 
enous inhabitant in our his- 
tory to explore the entirety 
of the island. 


Arua, after decades as the 
leader of his tribe, spent 
his last days on the island. 
Having reached 80 years 
old, he called for his fam- 
ily on his death bed. In his 
hammock, he said: “My 
children, many years have 
passed, and I’ve asked my 
warrior to bring me back to 
the island so I can laid to 
rest. The God of living has 
given me the gift of life to 
see my son, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. 
But now he is calling me 
home. Corobori, my torch is 


now passed to you. Guide 
our people, and be the 
leader you were always 
meant to become. If one 
day you leave my island, 
do not forget that it is also 
yours. This is my last wish: 
When I die, bury me in our 
maize plantation.” 


And so when the Cacique 
passed away, his wishes 
were granted and he was 
laid to rest in the area we 
now know as the Parade- 
ra Cemetery. Where he 
used to live, they built the 
Paradera Church. 


And that is the tale of what 
inspired the Aruba name. In 
the generations that lived 
or travelled back and forth 
to the island, there were 
many familiar names*, like 
Guadiriki, a warrior who 
was there when the island 
got discovered and his son, 
whom he called Huliba; 
Corobori and his children, 
Corodori, Camacuri and 
Turibana, 
Masiduri; 
and 
Malmok, the 13-year-old 
boy who alerted the Caci- 
que when the Caribes at- 
tacked. 


Familiar names: all these 
names are familiar to Aru- 
bans, as these are the 
names of places and plants 
on the island. 


Source: Un storia di e Indjan 
Arua (A story of the Indian 
Arua) by Adolf (Dufi) Kock 
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Aruba’s cultural and literary development: Then and now 


(Oranjestad)—The Aruban 
culture has seen many sub- 
stantial developments over 
the course of a century. 
With the introduction of the 
Lago Refinery at the turn of 
the 20th century, followed 
by the breakout of the Sec- 
ond World War and the 


general incentive for politi- 
cal independence during 
the mid-century, a cultural 
identity on the island be- 
gan to take form and have 
since developed through 
international and local in- 
fluences. 


In the pre-industrial era of 
the 19th century, much 
could not be said about a 
cultural identity on the is- 
land. Still being a part of a 
Dutch colonial territory at 
the time, as well as not hav- 
ing political or economic 
autonomy (Curacao was 
the center of commerce, 
cultural 
life, 
and 
politi- 
cal management of the 
Netherland Antilles at the 
time), the small population 
of Aruba consisted mostly 
of farmers and fishermen, 
tending to their crops and 
their cattle, or going out 
to fish to provide for their 
family. As Quito Nicolaas 
states in his article Historia 
di Literatura Arubiano: E 
Bida Cultural (Literary His- 
tory of Aruba: Cultural Life), 
“during the pre-industrial 
period, there were no sig- 
nificant economic activity 
that could have created 
a cultural ambience, with 
only one way to generate 
profit at the time for the sub 
existence of Aruban fami- 
lies.” 


It wasn’t until the intro- 
duction of the Lago Refin- 
ery in San Nicolas in 1928, 
that the island saw a small 
boom in cultural manifes- 
tations and entertainment, 
as farmers left the ‘cunucu’ 
(country) life to work in the 
refinery, which resulted in 
Aruba acquiring a different 
economic pilar. Before this, 
entertainment and cultural 
manifestations were mostly 
experienced by local par- 
ishes and the island’s elite, 
who often partook in cul- 
tural and entertaining ac- 
tivities around the island, 
like going to the movie the- 
ater or coming together to 
share poetry on Sundays 
after church. 


Literary life 
Throughout the 19th cen- 
tury and up until the 1940s, 
there were also not much 


trace of a cultural climate 
for the cultural-literary sec- 
tor on the island. Primary 
education was introduced 
on the island in the mid- 
19th century, followed by 
secondary and higher edu- 
cation around the late 30’s 
and 40’s. It wasn’t until the 
1950s, with the introduction 
of the E.R.N.A agreement 
in 1951 and the signing of 
the Statute in 1954, which 
allowed more space for 
and control over the eco- 
nomic and cultural devel- 
opment of Aruba, that the 
literary life on the island be- 
gan to grow substantially 
compared to decades be- 
fore. This was in response 
to local institutions estab- 
lished in the 1940s for cul- 
tural and literary growth 
on the island, but that did 
not yet capture the atten- 
tion of the general public. 
The 1950 brought with it a 
boom of literary produc- 
tion on the island, like those 
of V.S. Piternella, as well 
as migrant authors José 
Ramón Vicioso y Rings Wil- 
liam Rufus, who have also 
contributed to the literary 
development on the island. 
The literary movement was 
further promoted by local 
broadcasters Voz di Aruba 
and Radio Kelkboom, with 
their regular broadcast of 
literary works. 
The 50s and 60s also saw 
the influence of interna- 
tional cultures, especially 
that of the United States. 
During this time, because 
of international influences 
as well as the continued 
prosperity of the oil refinery, 
cultural traditions in Aruba 
began to really take form 
and become widespread, 
as different worldly and lo- 
cal concepts were intro- 
duced in the Aruban soci- 
ety. With the establishment 
of local television broad- 
cast station Tele-Aruba in 
1963, and with time and 
possibilities, local programs 


such as “Nos Tera”’ (“Our 
Land”) started to pay more 
attention to the Aruban 
culture and worked to form 
a cultural consciousness 
within the community. The 
1960s also saw the rise of lo- 
cal authors and artists, who 
were more comfortable in 
producing works in our na- 
tive tongue, Papiamento, 
but who also produced 
works in Spanish, English 
and Dutch. This new phe- 
nomenon was in response 
to the interaction between 
economic growth, individ- 
ual prosperity, cultural life 
and literary expression. 


The 21st century 
Nowadays, international in- 
fluence on our culture is still 
prevalent, especially those 
from Latin America, the 
United States and The Neth- 
erlands. Nevertheless, there 
also exists a strong cultural 
identity and traditions that 
are exclusive to the Aruban 
culture, often manifesting 
during traditional celebra- 
tions, like Dia di San Juan/ 
Dera Gai (St. John’s Day), 
Dia di Himno y Bandera 
(National Hymn and Flag 
Day), Camping during Eas- 
ter and much more. With 
the surge of social media 
in the last decade, artistic 
voices, especially those of 
the younger generation, 
has become even more 
prevalent and easily ac- 
cessible to the community 
of Aruba through online 
platforms such as Face- 
book, Instagram and Tik- 
Tok. 


Source: Historia di Literatura 
Arubiano: E Bida Cultural by 
J.R. “Quito” Nicolaas 
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A brief history of the California Light House 


(Oranjestad)—At the furthest west- 
ern point of the island, there lies the 
tallest structure on the island: The 
California Light House. Standing on 
top of a limestone cliff, this light- 
house oversees the entire island, 
offering one of few best views of 
the island and the surrounding sea. 
It is also one of the few monuments 
that hold a rich history. 


The lighthouse was constructed 
in between 1914-1916, and its 
first keeper was a young trained 
lighthouse keeper from Curacao 
names Jacob Jacobs. Mr. Frederi- 
co Fingal was the last man to have 
occupied this position until 1962. 
Though his son, Mr. Romulo Fingal 
did not continue in his father’s foot- 
steps, he does have a special con- 
nection to the lighthouse. He sat 
down with our reporter and shared 
a bit of its history. 


As Mr. Fingal explains, “In 1915, 
cargo donkeys were hired from 
Figaroa di Noord to help build the 
Lighthouse at Westpunt. The don- 
keys had to walk along the beach 
all the way to Westpunt carrying 
the cargo, poles, cement, and all 
these things. At that time, it was 
a difficult task until Aruba got its 
first truck. These things reflect how 
people could have accomplished 
this tremendous job with so little.” 
Mr. Fingal said, “At that time, it 
wasn’t a place for people to work. 
It was very challenging because it 
was full of goats and donkeys, and 
it was very isolated. There were no 


hotels or roads to get there. There 
was only a donkey trail. Those were 
the only means of transportation.” 


Mr. Fingal continues, “In 1939, I was 
born in the lighthouse, and my fa- 
ther was the last lighthouse keeper 
until he retired in 1962. After that, 
they removed the power cables 
all the way to the top. According 
to the story, we couldn’t have the 
light ourselves because they dis- 
mantled it, and after many years, 
I heard that it is in a train museum 


in San Nicolas, where we found this 
very special lens that, when the 
light shines through it, it reaches 30 
kilometers out to sea.” Mr. Fingal 
told our reporter. 


The lighthouse has a long and very 
interesting history. The reason why 
the lighthouse was built, according 
to Mr. Fingal, dates back to the day 
when the cargo ship S.S. California 
sank because of the lack of light. 
In 1913, Aruba made a request 
to Curacao to build a Lighthouse 
at Westpunt, and the governor of 
Curacao responded to Aruba to 
come back in 1915 with a well-de- 
tailed plan. “During the First World 
War from 1914 to 1918, they had to 
wait for the light to be transported 
to Aruba because it was manufac- 
tured in France. At that time, there 
was no electricity, and the light 
was very interesting because it ro- 
tated with a kerosene lamp that 
planes used; clean kerosene,” Mr. 
Fingal said. 


Mr. Fingal discovered something 
very interesting about the light- 
house after much research was 
documented in his book ‘History 
of the Lighthouse at Westpunt.’ 
He found many details: “I found 
out that the height of the light- 
house was due to the absence 
of electricity. There was also the 
presence of coral. There is a long 
steel cable from where the light is, 
and under the light, at the highest 
point, there is a hanging weight, a 
sort of pendulum that swings like 
that, with a weight that measures 
about 1 meter by 30 centimeters 


wide, which is a block of solid iron 
attached to a cable. When you 
release it upwards, it comes down, 
and the weight that comes down 
pulls it up, gradually. And while it 
comes down, the same weight 
that is descending causes many 
small wheels to turn in the opposite 
direction. The Lighthouse rotates 
from 6 pm in the evening, when 
the sun sets, until 6 am in the morn- 
ing. During the entire night, the light 
shines on the lantern, it goes down 
24 meters, and the Lighthouse is 30 
meters high. It is designed not to 
collapse,” Mr. Fingal explains. 


Mr. Fingal further explains that in 
one night, the lighthouse rotates 
4,320 times and consumes one 
gallon of kerosene for the whole 
operation. “At that time, the kero- 
sene was supplied from the Lago 
refinery. Every day it was brought 
down, and to start the light again, 
they had to lift the weight up, so 
our job as children was to crank it 
and raise the weight back up in the 
evening when the light stuck, they 
would take it down again, and the 
light stayed down. That’s how it 
worked for a very long time,” Mr. 
Fingal explains. 


Thanks to the Monument Fund 
Aruba, which worked hard and 
is currently in charge of the Light- 
house, Mr. Fingal is very happy 
with its preservation, along with all 
the renovations that have taken 
place. He hopes that the story of 
the lighthouse will continue to live 
on for future generations. 
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The threat of wildfires is rising. So are new 
artificial intelligence solutions to fight them 


By Kelvin Chan 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Wildfires 
fueled by climate change 
have ravaged communi- 
ties from Maui to the Medi- 
terranean this summer, kill- 
ing many people, exhaust- 
ing firefighters and fueling 
demand for new solutions. 
Enter artificial intelligence. 
Firefighters 
and 
startups 
are using AI-enabled cam- 
eras to scan the horizon for 
signs of smoke. A German 
company is building a con- 
stellation of satellites to de- 
tect fires from space. And 
Microsoft is using AI models 
to predict where the next 
blaze could be sparked. 
With 
wildfires 
becoming 
larger and more intense as 
the world warms, firefight- 
ers, utilities and govern- 
ments are scrambling to 
get ahead of the flames 
by tapping into the latest 
AI technology — which 
has stirred both fear and 
excitement for its poten- 
tial to transform life. While 
increasingly stretched first 
responders hope AI offers 
them a leg up, humans are 
still needed to check that 
the tech is accurate. 
California's main firefight- 
ing agency this summer 
started testing an AI system 
that looks for smoke from 
more than 1,000 moun- 
taintop camera feeds and 
is now expanding it state- 
wide. The system is de- 
signed to find “abnormali- 
ties” and alert emergency 
command centers, where 
staffers will confirm whether 
it’s indeed smoke or some- 
thing else in the air. 
“The beauty of this is that 
it immediately pops up on 
the screen and those dis- 
patchers or call takers are 
able to interrogate that 
screen” 
and 
determine 
whether to send a crew, 


said Phillip SeLegue, staff 
chief of intelligence for the 
California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protec- 
tion. The cameras, part 
of a network that workers 
previously had to watch, 
provide billions of bytes of 
data for the AI system to 
digest. While humans still 
need to confirm any smoke 
sightings, the system helps 
reduce 
fatigue 
among 
staffers typically monitoring 
multiple screens and cam- 
eras, alerting them to look 
only when there's possible 
fire or smoke, SeLegue said. 
It's already helped. A bat- 
talion chief got a smoke 
alert in the middle of the 
night, confirmed it on his 
cellphone and called a 
command center in San 
Diego to scramble first re- 
sponders to the remote 
area. 
The dispatchers said that if 
they hadn’t been alerted, 
the fire would have been 
much larger because it 
likely wouldn't have been 
noticed until the next morn- 
ing, SeLegue said. 
San Francisco startup Pano 
AI takes a similar approach, 
mounting cameras on cell 
towers that scan for smoke 


and alert customers, in- 
cluding fire departments, 
utility companies and ski 
resorts. 
The cameras use comput- 
er vision machine learning, 
a type of AI. 
“They’re trained very spe- 
cifically to detect smoke 
or not, and we train them 
with images of smoke and 
images of not smoke,” 
CEO Sonia Kastner said. 
The images are combined 
with feeds from govern- 
ment 
weather 
satellites 
that scan for hotspots, 
along 
with 
other 
data 
sources, such as social me- 
dia posts. 
The 
technology 
gets 
around one of the main 
problems in the traditional 
way of detecting wild- 
fires — relying on 911 calls 
from passers-by that need 
confirmation from staffers 
before crews and water- 
dropping planes can be 
deployed. 
“Generally, only one in 20 
of these 911 calls are actu- 
ally a wildfire. Even during 
fire season, it might be a 
cloud or fog or a barbe- 
cue,” Kastner said. 
Pano AI’s systems do still 
rely on final confirmation, 
with managers playing a 
time lapse of the camera 
feed to ensure it’s smoke 
rising. 
For fighting forest fires, 
“technology is becoming 
really essential,” said Larry 
Bekkedahl, senior vice pres- 
ident of energy delivery at 
Portland General Electric, 
Oregon’s largest utility and 
a Pano AI customer.q 


Falco Kuester, a researcher at ALERTCalifornia, a program run 
by the University of California San Diego, looks at imagery of 
firefighters at a fire from one of the program's cameras, Monday, 
Sept. 18, 2023, in San Diego. 
(AP) 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Paradera: tel. 588 6638 
Aloe : tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 
High-speed rail was touted as a game-changer in 
Britain. Costs are making the government think twice 


By Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The Brit- 
ish government confirmed 
Sunday it may scrap a big 
chunk of an overdue and 
over-budget 
high-speed 
rail line once touted as a 
way to attract jobs and in- 
vestment to northern Eng- 
land. 
British media reported that 
an announcement is ex- 
pected this week that the 
line will end in Birmingham 
– 100 miles (160 kilometers) 
from London -- rather than 
further north in Manches- 
ter. 
The Conservative govern- 
ment insists no final deci- 
sion has been made about 
the embattled High Speed 
2 project. 
But Cabinet minister Grant 
Shapps said it was “proper 
and responsible” to recon- 
sider a project whose costs 
have ballooned because 
of high inflation driven by 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the war in Ukraine. 
“We’ve seen very, very 
high global inflation in a 
way that no government 
could have predicted,” 
said 
Shapps, 
a 
former 
transportation 
secretary 
who now serves as the 
U.K.'s defense minister. 
“It would be irresponsible 
to simply spend money, 
carry on as if nothing had 
changed,” he told the 
BBC. 
The projected cost of the 
line, once billed as Eu- 
rope’s largest infrastructure 
project, was estimated at 
33 billion pounds in 2011 
and has soared to more 
than 100 billion pounds 
($122 billion) by some esti- 
mates. 
HS2 is the U.K.’s second 
high-speed rail line, af- 
ter the HS1 route that links 
London and the Channel 
Tunnel connecting Eng- 
land to France. With trains 
traveling at a top speed 
of around 250 m.p.h. (400 
kph), the new railway was 
intended to slash journey 
times and increase capac- 
ity between London, the 
central England city of Bir- 
mingham and the northern 
cities of Manchester and 
Leeds. 


Though it drew opposition 
from environmentalists and 
lawmakers 
representing 
districts along the route, 
the project was touted as 
a way to strengthen the 
north’s creaky, overcrowd- 
ed and unreliable train 
network. The government 
hailed it as a key plank in its 
plan to “level up” prosper- 
ity across the country. 
The north of England, which 
used to be Britain’s eco- 
nomic engine, saw indus- 
tries such as coal, cotton 
and shipbuilding disappear 
in the last decades of the 
20th century, as London 
and the south grew richer 
in an economy dominated 
by finance and services. 
The government canceled 
the 
Birmingham-to-Leeds 
leg of HS2 in 2021 but kept 
the plan to lay tracks on 
the 160 miles (260 km) be- 
tween London and Man- 
chester. 


Former Conservative Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, a 
longtime champion of the 
project, said cutting it back 
even further “makes no 
sense at all.” 
“It is no wonder that Chi- 
nese universities teach the 
constant cancellation of 
U..K infrastructure as an 
example of what is wrong 
with democracy,” Johnson 
said. 
Manchester Mayor Andy 
Burnham said people in 
northern England were “al- 
ways treated as second- 
class citizens when it comes 
to transport.” 
“If they leave a situation 
where the southern half of 
the country is connected 
by 
modern 
high-speed 
lines, and the north of Eng- 
land is left with Victorian in- 
frastructure, that is a recipe 
for the north-south divide 
to become a north-south 
chasm over the rest of 


this century,” Burnham, a 
member of the opposition 
Labour Party, told British TV 
channel Sky News. 
The government has also 
delayed work on bring- 
ing the line all the way to 
Euston station in central 
London. When it opens, 
some time between 2029 
and 2033, trains will start 
and finish at Old Oak Com- 
mon station in the city’s 
western suburbs. 
London Mayor Sadiq Khan 
said that would create “a 
ridiculous situation where 
a ‘high speed’ journey 
between Birmingham and 
central London could take 
as long as the existing 
route, if not longer.” 
“The 
government’s 
ap- 
proach to HS2 risks squan- 
dering the huge economic 
opportunity that it presents 
and turning it instead into 
a colossal waste of public 
money,” Khan said in a let- 
ter to Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak.q 


A train passes the construction site of the High Speed 2 (HS2) 
rail line at Euston station in London, Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2020. 
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A rare Truman Capote story from the early 1950s is being 
published for the first time 


By Hillel Italie 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Along 
with such classics as “In 
Cold Blood” and “Breakfast 
at Tiffany's,” Truman Capo- 
te had a history of work left 
uncompleted and unpub- 
lished. 
Capote, who died in 1984 
shortly before his 60th birth- 
day, spent much of his 
latter years struggling to 
write his planned Proustian 
masterpiece 
“Answered 
Prayers,” of which only ex- 
cerpts were released. As 
a young man, he wrote a 
novel about a love affair 
between a socialite and 
a parking lot attendant 
that was published post- 
humously under the title 
“Summer Crossing.” 
Shorter 
work, 
too, 
was 
sometimes set aside, in- 
cluding a piece released 
this week for the first time. 
Capote was in his mid-20s 
and a rising star when he 
moved from New York City 
to Taormina, Sicily, in 1950 
and settled in a scenic 
villa named Fontana Vec- 
chia, once occupied by 
D.H. Lawrence. Acclaimed 
for his debut novel, “Oth- 
er Voices, Other Rooms,” 
and for his eerie short story 
“Miriam,” Capote would 
describe the move to Eu- 
rope as a needed escape 
from the American literary 
scene, which he likened 
to living inside a light bulb, 


and an ideal setting to get 
work done: He wrote the 
novel “The Grass Harp” in 
Sicily and worked on nu- 
merous short stories. 
“I am so happy to be writ- 
ing stories again — they are 
my great love," he wrote to 
a friend. 
One story from Sicily, “An- 
other Day In Paradise,” is 
a vignette that appears in 
the new issue of The Strand 
Magazine. Written at a time 
of relative contentment for 
Capote, “Another Day” is a 
narrative of disillusion and 
entrapment: The middle- 


aged American heiress Iris 
Greentree has used her 
inheritance — a small one 
because her mother didn't 
trust her with money — to 
buy a villa in Sicily. She will 
end up betrayed by the lo- 
cal man who persuaded 
to invest her money, Signor 
Carlo Petruzzi, and too 
broke to sell the home and 
return to the U.S. 
“The past had trained her 
to envision an affair from 
a futureless angle; at the 
most, she hoped such epi- 
sodes would end in friend- 
ship. It was so humiliating 


that Carlo should have 
turned out not to be a 
friend. She’d trusted him to 
the extent of her capital: 
let him sell her the land, al- 
lowed him to build the villa, 
supply, at pirate prices, the 
native paraphernalia that 
furnished it,” Capote wrote. 
“He 
was 
an 
emotional 
crook and, beyond that, a 
common gangster who’d 
pocketed at least half the 
money supposedly spent 
on Belle Vista. All this she 
could forgive him — could, 
but didn’t. The unforgiv- 
able aspect of the ghastly 


man’s behavior was that it 
had destroyed the mean- 
ing of these lines in her jour- 
nal: `I belong. At last, some- 
where.'” 
Much of Capote's fiction 
was set in New York or in the 
American South, but “An- 
other Day in Paradise” has 
the easy pace, decorative 
language and cutting — 
sometimes cruel — humor 
of his best known work, and 
the themes of loneliness, 
fear and regret. Thomas 
Fahy, author of “Under- 
standing Truman Capote,” 
says that the author likely 
related to Iris Greentree's 
sense of displacement and 
alienation. 
“He was constantly mov- 
ing around as a child, from 
New Orleans to Alabama 
to New York to Connecti- 
cut,” Fahy says. “You could 
see how his life became 
very lonely and isolated.” 
The Strand has published 
rare works by Ernest Heming- 
way, John Steinbeck and 
many 
others. 
Managing 
editor Andrew Gulli found 
the Capote story in the Li- 
brary of Congress, inside an 
“old red- and gold-scrolled 
Florentine notebook," he 
writes on the Strand edito- 
rial page. 
The 
handwritten 
manu- 
script, worked in pencil, 
was at times so hard to 
make out that Gulli need- 
ed a transcriber to help 
prepare it for publication.q 


Author Truman Capote, shown in his apartment on July, 23, 1980. Capote’s unfinished work 
“Another Day In Paradise,” was published for the first time this week, in The Strand Quarterly. 
(AP Photo/Nancy Kaye, File) 


Usher to headline the 2024 Super Bowl halftime show in Las Vegas 


By Jonathan Landrum Jr 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Usher 
has a new confession: The 


Grammy winner will head- 
line the Apple Music Super 
Bowl Halftime Show in Las 
Vegas. The NFL, Apple 
Music and Roc Nation an- 
nounced Sunday that Ush- 
er would lead the halftime 
festivities 
from 
Allegiant 
Stadium on Feb. 11. The 
music megastar, who has 
won eight Grammys, said 
he’s looking forward to per- 
forming on the NFL’s big- 
gest stage. “It’s an honor 
of a lifetime to finally check 
a Super Bowl performance 
off my bucket list,” Usher 
said in a statement. “I can’t 
wait to bring the world a 
show unlike anything else 


they’ve seen from me be- 
fore.” Usher spring board- 
ed into superstardom with 
“Confessions,” which sold 
more than 10 million units 
in the U.S. and earned him 
eight nominations at the 
2005 
Grammys, 
winning 
him three. He lost album 
of the year to Ray Charles’ 
final album “Genius Loves 
Company,” released two 
months after the legend 
died. “Confessions” ranks 
among one of the best- 
selling music projects of all 
time and launched No. 1 
hits such as “Yeah!” with 
Ludacris and Lil Jon, “Burn” 
and “Confessions Part II.” 


His 
special 
edition 
ver- 
sion included the smooth 
hit “My Boo,” a duet with 
Alicia Keys. Next year will 
mark the 20th anniversary 
of the epic album. Usher, 
44, is currently headlining 
his “Usher: My Way” resi- 
dency in Las Vegas, which 
has drawn sold-out shows 
and rave reviews. He's also 
beginning an eight-night 
block of performances in 
Paris on Sunday. Usher is 
expected to wrap up his 
Las Vegas residency in 
early December before he 
makes his Super Bowl half- 
time appearance a couple 
months later. q 


Usher performs at the 51st annual Songwriters Hall of Fame 
induction and awards gala at the New York Marriott Marquis 
Hotel on Thursday, June 16, 2022, in New York. 
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Dolphins rout Broncos 70-20, scoring the most points by an NFL 
team in a game since 1966 


By Alanis Thames 
Associated Press 
MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP) 
— De’Von Achane could 
hear the crowd at Hard 
Rock 
Stadium 
chanting 
“Three more points!” on Mi- 
ami’s final drive. 
The Dolphins had the ball 
inside the Denver Broncos’ 
30 with less than a minute 
left, and they were three 
points shy of breaking the 
NFL’s single-game scoring 
record. 
Instead of sending out his 
kicker for a potential re- 
cord-setting field goal, Dol- 
phins coach Mike McDan- 
iel elected to take a knee 
and run out the clock. 
“It felt like chasing points 
and chasing a record — 
that’s not what we came 
to the game to do," Mc- 
Daniel said. They almost 
got there anyway. 
The Dolphins scored the 
most points in a game by 
an NFL team since 1966, 
overwhelming the Bron- 
cos 70-20 on Sunday be- 
hind the rookie speedster 
Achane’s 203 yards rushing 
and Tua Tagovailoa’s no- 
look shovel-pass TD. 
The Dolphins set a fran- 
chise record for scoring 
and finished two points shy 
of the NFL’s regular-season 
record — set in 1966 when 
Washington 
scored 
72 
points against the Giants. 
They are the fourth team in 
NFL history to score at least 
70 points in a regular-sea- 
son or playoff game. 
Many of Miami’s starters, 
including Tagovailoa and 
star receiver Tyreek Hill, 
were pulled from the game 
early in the fourth quarter. 
Achane caught a 10-yard 
TD pass from Tagovailoa — 
the quarterback’s fourth 
TD — in the fourth, and Ja- 
son Sanders converted the 
extra point that made it 56- 
13 and broke Miami’s fran- 
chise scoring record of 55 
set against St. Louis on Nov. 
24, 1977. 
“Seventy points is crazy,” 
said Achane, who com- 
bined with veteran running 
back Raheem Mostert for 
eight touchdowns. “That’s 
like 
video 
game-type 
stuff.” 
Hill 
caught 
a 
54-yard 


touchdown pass on 
Miami’s opening drive 
en route to 157 yards 
receiving 
on 
nine 
catches. 
Miami scored touch- 
downs on eight of 
nine 
drives 
before 
Mike White replaced 
Tagovailoa 
in 
the 
fourth. Mostert had his 
second straight multi- 
ple-touchdown game 
with three rushing TDs 
and a TD catch. “To 
be able to put up 70 
points, I think that is 
going to put a lot of 
teams on notice that 
we’re nothing to play 
with,” 
Mostert 
said. 
“We’re that team, just 
to put it bluntly.”q 


Miami Dolphins running back De'Von Achane (28) celebrates his touchdown during the first half of an 
NFL football game against the Denver Broncos, Sunday, Sept. 24, 2023, in Miami Gardens, Fla. 
(AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell) 
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Palm Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 


You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 


great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together." 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


